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MEDICALLY-RELATED PRECEPTORSHIP PROGRAM state + cs +
PROVIDES TRAINING FOR 60 UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
MISSOULA—
On-the-job experience for about 60 University of Montana students is the most 
important aspect of the medically-related preceptorship training program in Missoula, 
according to Mrs. Donna Booth, academic advising coordinator for the UM Center for 
Student Development (CSD).
The preceptorship program, established about four years ago in Missoula by Booth and 
Dr. Wesley W. Wilson, a physician at the Western Montana Clinic, enables University 
students enrolled in pre-medicine, pre-dentistry and pre-optometry to observe the 
professionally-related experiences of local physicians and other doctors.
Booth said the preceptorship program is strictly volunteer. The 29 physicians, 21 
dentists and four optometrists participating in the program work with the 60 UM students, 
who are among 250 University students majoring in the pre-medicine, pre-dentistry and 
pre-optometry curricula.
Commenting on the importance of the preceptorship program, Booth said, ’The major 
value of the program in that University students studying in various medically-related 
fields are able to observe first-hand the accomplishments and problems faced by those 
in the health professions."
A preceptorship between a local doctor and a UM student also can serve as a test 
period for a student's relationship to a particular profession.
"If students find that a particular field is not really for them, then they still 
have an opportunity to change fields before completing their formal education," Booth said.
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Physicians and other professional personnel involved in the preceptorship program 
oversee the progress of the UM students and advise the University in preceptorship-related 
areas. The Preceptorship Selection Committee--including 11 local physicians, 12 UM 
faculty members and 3ooth--is responsible for assisting the UM students in obtaining 
admission to various professional schools.
University students participating in the preceptorship program receive a wide range 
of professionally-related experiences, including the following:
— Making hospital rounds with physicians.
--Observing office and laboratory practices, and hospital emergency room procedures.
— Viewing surgical operations.
--Taking part in lectures for medical doctors at various hospitals.
Additional information about the preceptorship program may be obtained by contacting 
Booth at the Center for Student Development, Room 148 of the Lodge, University of Montana, 
Missoula, Mont, 59812, or by phoning 243-2835.
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